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Thanks to loyal support from all
of our members and contributors,
the Maryland Tax Education
Foundation has continued its
growth in activities in 2001. Al-
though our incorporation took
place in 1997, with the help of at-
torney/author Joseph M. Getty of
Westminster, Carroll County, and
the assistance of CPA Barclay A.
Greene of Olney, Montgomery
County, and a $1,000 downpay-
ment from founding president
William J. Skinner, a Rockville
pharmacist and attorney, the
Foundation really began doing
more things in 2000 and 2001.

MTEF had co-sponsored four
programs each titled a Maryland
Institute on State Budget Analysis
in 1997 and 1998, but in 2001,
MTEF conducted the Fifth Insti-

tute. MTEF published six news-
letters in 2001 and sent them to all
of its contributors. These newslet-
ters were also sent to all main
county public libraries in Mary-
land. MTEF president William
Skinner and vice president Ber-
nard Browning, a retired corporate
official of General Business Sys-
tems, sat in on numerous meetings
of taxpayers and advocates to help
them focus on important tax is-
sues. For the MTEF cyber mem-
bers and the public, MTEF con-
structed a website with the assis-
tance of math teacher/web de-
signer Rob Denise, son of Bob
Denise of Oxford in Talbot
County.

During the year 2001, MTEF
made its first written contact with
members of the Chambers of
Commerce of Baltimore County,

Continued on page 2...

Project $1.1 Billion Recovery

By Jeff Hooke

The MTEF played an important
administrative role for Project
$1.1 Billion Recovery, a citizens
group that was formed to fight the
$1.1 billion legal fee sought by

Peter Angelos from the State of
Maryland. The fee relates to An-
gelos’ demands for 25 percent of
the $4.4 billion settlement that
Maryland entered into with the to-
bacco industry. The Project be-
lieves Mr. Angelos should be
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Population Increase

Census Bureau up-
dates shows that
Maryland’s popula-
tion increased 74,000
to now more than
5.375 million.

94,000 babies were
born, but 59,000 resi-
dents died. Another
39,500 moved from
Maryland.

Each July the Cen-
sus Bureau updates
the figures for each
state by using birth
records, death re-
cords, and immigra-
tion and domestic
migration data.

Could 74,000 more

people require a
large  budget in-
crease?
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Montgomery County and Prince George’s
County through mailings of thousands of news-
letters. Although the financial contribution re-
sponse was far less than hoped for, MTEF has
become known by a larger and larger group of
Marylanders.

Andrew Klingenstein, an attorney and profes-
sional venture capitalist, and Jeffrey Hooke, a
financial advisor, professor, and author, both
Montgomery County residents, came to MTEF
to ask for support for their PROJECT $1.1 BIL-
LION RECOVERY. Together with the Mary-
land Taxpayers Association, MTEF partici-
pated in several events to support the Project’s
goal of reducing the legal fees collected by Pe-
ter Angelos Law Firm for the work it did or did
not do in representing the Maryland Taxpayers
in the tobacco industry litigation. MTEF par-
ticipated by handling administrative affairs for
the project, taking part in two news conferences
in Washington, D.C. and Baltimore.

MTEF helped the Project founders contact
almost every major non-profit health organiza-
tion in Maryland to seek their endorsement of
the Project. These non-profit groups mainly
support the poor, and persons with various dis-
eases or illnesses, much of it caused by to-
bacco, and they are always asking Taxpayers
for more money to support their special cause.
You know them all as they deal with lungs,
hearts, disadvantaged, and the poor. Neverthe-
less, not a single one of these groups wanted to
challenge Peter Angelos’ Law Firm as part of
the Project. MTEF also asked the Montgomery
County Bar Association to enter the suit when
it was at the Court of Appeals as an amicus,
and it declined, saying the case was over when
the Court of Appeals ruled. But Angelos and
the State of Maryland have squared off for a
May 2002 hearing before the Board of Contract
Appeals.

Klingenstein and Hooke raised money for the
Project. By the time MTEF was involved, they
had already consulted an attorney who handled
the Wisconsin suit to reduce legal fees there.
MTEF officers assisted in these fundraising ef-
forts as well. Around $40,000 was raised for
the Project after MTEF became involved. A
special report on Project $1.1 Billion Recovery
was prepared by Jeff Hooke. There will be
more to report in 2002 on the negotiations for
Angelos’ exorbitant legal fees.

2001 was a very productive year with our
principal volunteers. MTEF does not have paid
staff despite there being enough work for sev-
eral people to do. And behind the scenes, our
other Board members, retired businessman and
former New Jersey mayor Bob Denise, Balti-

Continued on Page 3...

Fifth Maryland Institute
on State Budget Analysis

MTEF stepped up to bat again with another
4-hour program that discussed the Maryland
Budget. Attending the November 10th pro-
gram were candidates for Delegate and Senate,
a few current members of the Legislature,
members of MTEF and local Taxpayer Asso-
ciations.

This program was held at the Howard County
College Business Training Center in Columbia
where the school has classrooms.

Honorary Co-chairs started off the program.
Former Maryland Senate President James Clark
(D-Howard) and former Delegate Ray Beck (R-
Montgomery) were the co-chairs and gave
opening remarks to get the program underway.

Continued on Page
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more attorney George Liebmann, and Rock-
ville aerospace advisor and former Capital Hill
staffer Harrison Fox, Ph.D. signed off on all of
our projects, giving advice and helping us
make every success during the year. Barclay
A. Greene, CPA, of Olney, has done a great job
of keeping our accounts and tax reports filed
properly since 1997.

If MTEF had 50 cents for each one of the 2.4

million tax filers in Maryland, we could really
do important projects that would get some at-
tention. Thank you for the pleasure of serving
MTEF as its president this past year. Help us
make MTEF grow so that the Taxpayers have
the information they need.

William J. Skinner, R.Ph., Esq.
President

Project $1.1 Billion Recovery — continued from page 1...

fairly compensated for his efforts, but, as a
matter of law, the $1.1 billion request is
grossly excessive in light of the work actually
performed by the Angelos law firm.

The fee is now the subject of a dispute be-
tween Mr. Angelos and the State
of Maryland; however, the Pro-
ject believes that the Attorney
General, Governor and various
other State officials have con-
flicts of interest in arguing the
case against Mr. Angelos, who
is an influential political con-
tributor. As evidence of this
fact, the Governor and virtually every elected
official have remained silent on the $1.1 billion
fee, even though such monies could be applied
to a variety of causes for needy individuals.

From January through May, the Project con-
ducted extensive research into this issue, and
retained a law firm that had successfully inter-
vened on behalf of citizens in a similar case in
Wisconsin. In June, the Project held two press
conferences, in Baltimore and Washington, re-
spectively. These media events resulted in ex-
tensive press coverage, followed by multiple
TV and radio interviews. A poll conducted by

“The Project believes Mr. Angelos

should be fairly compensated for
his efforts, but, ...”

the Project found that most Marylanders agreed
with its position. The Project then contacted
the editorial Boards of 15 major newspapers
around the State, resulting in six editorials that
favored a smaller, more reasonable fee for Mr.
Angelos.

In July and August, the Pro-
ject’s legal work continued, as
its initial strategy of an interven-
tion was complicated by the
case’s shift from the Maryland
Court of Special Appeals to the
Maryland Board of Contract
Appeals. On August 15, 2001,
the Project asked the Board of Contract Ap-
peals to appoint a Special Master to help re-
solve the case, because of the conflicts posed
by the Attorney General’s involvement. The
media publicized this request, but the Appeals
Board rejected the Project’s carefully-tailored
suggestion in only three days.

In October, the Project commenced regular
advertisements in the Baltimore Sun to main-
tain the issue’s visibility in the public eye. Re-
search regarding the appropriate legal tactics
remained active, and a more aggressive public

Continued on Page 4...
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Project $1.1 Billion Recovery — from page 3...

relations campaign was tabled un-
til the prospective legal costs were
budgeted.

Fundraising, spearheaded by
Andy Klingenstein and Jeff
Hooke, continued through this
time, and the Project raised
$50,000 for the fight through De-
cember 2001, some of this prior to
MTEF becoming involved with
special assistance.

Together with the Maryland
Taxpayers Association, the MTEF
and citizen sponsors of this pro-
ject are aiming to convince Peter
Angelos and the State of Mary-
land that the legal fees being re-
quested by Angelos are exorbi-
tant, unreasonable, and illegal.

The contract between Angelos
and the State was not followed by
Angelos and he should not get
$1.1 Billion. Write or call MTEF
for a copy of the Angelos/
Maryland contract to see the exact
language concerning the legal
fees and other requirements for
yourself.

MTEF researches tax information,
publishes newsletters, provides a
website, and exchanges informa-
tion with Marylanders, for Mary-
landers, to help educate Taxpayers
about Maryland Taxes.

You can be a member. If you are
interested in serving MTEF on its
Board or on a committee, please
contact the President soon.



Fifth Maryland Institute
on State Budget Analysis — from page 2...

Jeff Hooke, a financial advisor for corporations
and a former Wall Street stock picker, spoke next
about “An Overview of the Maryland Budget.”
Hooke separated the income and the spending into
some neat and understandable categories.

Next was Delegate Robert Flanagan (R— How-
ard/Montgomery) who talked about “How the mi-
nority Influences the Budget.” He mentioned the
need to support core functions, one of which he
defined as taking care of the developmentally dis-
abled caretakers, rather than purchasing a new pri-
vate plane for the Governor.

Warren Deschaneaux, the chief fiscal policy ad-
visor to the Legislature, spoke next about the cur-
rent status of the revenues and State expenses.
Deschaneaux explained how his office and staff
provide the alternative scenarios to enable the de-
cision choices to be made. His title was
“Strategies for Controlling Spending.”

Thomas Lee, Deputy Director of the Department
of Budget and Management, the Governor’s
budget staff, spoke regarding “The Maryland
Budget Process.”

Charles Lapinski, a budget analyst with MRC,
Inc., a company that does costs analysis for indus-
try and government, covered the topic of “Local
Government Spending.”

Senator Clark and Delegate Beck then came
back to discuss what they would do if they were
going back to Annapolis in January.

Finally, Chris Edwards, the head of Tax Policy
Analysis of the Cato Institute, spoke about how
Maryland fits in to the picture among other states.

The program was videoed by Doug Ritchie and
Stan Doore, both semi-pro cable TV producers in
St. Mary’s and Montgomery Counties, respec-
tively. Copies may be available in the near future
if the tape can be properly edited. Please inquire
at MTEF if you are interested.

MTEF CONTRIBUTIONS - 2000

Free State Club -- $10,000 and over
none

Admiral -- $1,000 to $9,999

none

Leadership -- $500 to $999

Robert & Margaret Denise, Oxford

Tax Educator -- $100 to $499
Robert Baldwin, Odenton

Bernard Browning, New Market
Richard Cheney, Odenton

Ray & Pat Jager, Chevy Chase
William & Suzanne Tull, Potomac

Basic -- $25 to $99

Marguerite Anderson, Chevy Chase
Lila Asher, Chevy Chase

Ray Beck, Derwod

Terrance Blackwood, Centreville
Harry & Jane Brown, Pasadena

James Clenny, I11, Annapolis

David Curry, Burtonsville

Robert Jenks, Eastson

Gregory Eisenstadt, Brookeville
Harrison & Lynn Fox, Rockville

Frank Golino, Darnestown

Bruce & Linda Greenberg, Sykesville
James A. & Mary Griffin, Chevy Chase
Larry Hallman, Myersville

Henrietta Jones, ljamsville

Albert Hinton, Potomac

Gary & Barbara Lee, Baltimore

Lee Loevinger, Chevy Chase

James Mack, Potomac

Gregory Madjeski, Ridge

Edward & Betty McCullough, Stevensville
Henry & Marion Nau, Potomac

John & Carolyn Naughton, Silver Spring
Sumner Parker, Easton

Richard & Alice Richards, Easton
Ellen & Wilmer Sauerbrey, Baldwin

R. Saulnier, Chestertown

William & Jeannette Shenk, Baltimore
William & Ann Snyder, Timonium
John Sverha, Rockville

Murray Valentine, Severna Park
Joseph & Victoria Weaver, Greensboro
William Wymer, Darnestown

Additional Contributors

Thomas & Diane Carpenter, Mt. Airy
Michael Clisham, Baltimore

Ken Corell, Ellicott City

Pat Cummings, Gaithersburg

Rufus B. & Marian Butts, Gaithersburg
Andre Deladrier, Annapolis

Fred Dunn, Jr., Silver Spring

Georgie & Joe Feldman, Cambridge
Karl Hauver, Silver Spring

William Hurlock, Westminster

Earl Hyde, Jr., Bethesda

Thomas Keller, Chevy Chase

Arthur & Geraldine Klotz, Silver Spring
Louis Kohlman, Parkville



Michael Koller, Germantown

Marie De Maria, Ashton

Edward & Suzanne Marshall, Chevy Chase
Bernard & Mary Poppert, Gaithersburg
John Powell, Chevy Chase

Francois Quinson, Gaithersburg
Florence Rand, Silver Spring

Doug Ritchie, Mechanicsville

John Rothert, Easton

William Scott, Davidsonville

James Simpson, D.C.

B. Sprecher, Baltimore

Constantine Symborski, St. Michaels
Dorothy Warwick, Towson

J. Weiss, Hampstead

Paul Wist, Towson

Michael Zotos, Lutherville

If you believe you should be listed here, please let MTEF know.

MTEF CONTRIBUTORS -2001

Free State Club -- $10,000 or more
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Tort Reform
Project

Admiral -- $1,000 to $5,000
Jeffrey Hooke, Chevy Chase
Ralph Hoxie, Oyster Bay
Andrew Klingenstein, Potomac
Sally Klingenstein, New York
William Snyder, Chevy Chase
George C. Williams, 111, D.C.
Anonymous

Leadership -- $500 to $999
Robert & Margaret Denise, Oxford
Peter Gavian, Annapolis

Kenneth Timmerman, Kensington

Tax Educator -- $100 to $499
Talbot County Taxpayers Association
Robert Baldwin, Odenton

Richard Cheney, Odenton

David Curry, Burtonsville

Barbara Hooke, Baltimore

Alexander & Debra Hooke, Baltimore
Patricia L. Jager, Chevy Chase

Lee Loevinger, Chevy Chase

Francis & Barbara Mayle, Bethesda
Ross and Grace Pierpont, Timonium
Chesapeake Power, Inc., Millersville
Parker Sumner, Easton

Mark Uncapher, Bethesda
Anonymous

Basic -- $25 to $99

Lila Asher, Chevy Chase
Raymond Beck, Derwood

Sam Bronstein, College Park
Albert Brown, Bethesda

Frank & Lydia Clay, Chevy Chase
James Clenny, I11, Annapolis
Marcella Dunlop, Chevy Chase

Fred Dunn, Jr., Silver Spring

Gregory Eisenstadt, Brookeville

John & Elizabeth Floberg, Potomac
Bruce & Linda Greenberg, Sykesville
Raymond & Shirley Geddes, Baltimore
Barney Gorin, Gaithersburg

Basic -- $25 to $99 -- continued
LeRoy Haile, Jr., Towson

Andrew & Sylvia Harris, Cockeysville
John P. Hewitt, Silver Spring
Lawrence & Helen Holt, Bethesda
William Hurlock, Westminster

Robert Jenks, Easton

Henrietta Jones, ljamsville

Robert R. Jones, Bethesda

John Kelly, Darnestown

Harvey Kettering, 11, Phoenix

George Koether, Jr., Glen Burnie
Louis Kohlman, Parkville

James Mack, Potomac

Kenneth Manning, Potomac

Maria de Maria, Ashton

Edward & Betty McCullough, Stevensville
Thomas & Margaret McGovern, Woodstock
George Miller, Chester

John & Carolyn Naughton, Silver Spring
Margaret Parrish, Silver Spring

Harold & Kay Phillips, Clear Spring
Bernard & Mary Poppert, Gaithersburg
Richard & Betty Pulse, Reisterstown
William Rankin, Jr., Queenstown
Robert Redding, Potomac

Richard & Alice Richards, Easton
William Roe, Sudlersville

William Roe, Jr., Centreville

Charles P. Roe, Abington

George E. Sauer, Potomac

Joseph Scheffey, Olney

Mary Schrader, Timonium

Robert Sher, Potomac

Charles Stansfield, N. Bethesda

John Sverha, Rockville

Constantine Symborski, St. Michaels
Charles & Joyce Thomann, Annapolis
Murray Valentine, Severna Park
Annabelle & Paul Vleck, Baltimore

J. Weiss, Hampstead

Paul Wist, Towson

William Wymer, Darnestown

Additional Contributors

Michael Clisham, Baltimore

Michael Holden, Chestertown

James Ketchum, Bethesda

Donald Merryfield, St. Michaels
Francis Rail, Baltimore

Edwin & Roslyn Stockham, Sykesville

If you believe you should be listed here, please let MTEF know.
Some contributions were designated for the Project $1.1 Billion Re-
covery effort. MTEF sincerely apologizes if your name was missed.



